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Again, does forgetfulness of misdeeds destroy their
consequences, and does he not equally enjoy the fruit of
good deeds which he does not remember doing ?
As a matter of fact, the real man, the ego, does not
forget his misdeeds, but remembers them as we remember
what we did yesterday, though the physical-brain memory
of the new body does not recollect what was done in the
body he wore in the last life. A boy stealing apples to-day
requires punishment when caught the next day even though
he may have put on a different suit of clothes. The ego
that makes the karma reaps the karma. The labourer
that sowed the seed gathers in the harvest, though the
clothes in which he worked as sower may have worn out
during the interval between the sowing and the reaping.
The physical as well as the astral and mental garments
of the ego have similarly fallen to pieces between seed-time
and harvest, and he reaps in a new suit of clothes; but
he who sowed also reaps, and if he sowed but little
seed or seed badly chosen, it is he who will find a poor
harvest when he goes forth as reaper.
If we were to remember all our past misdeeds, we
would be staggered by the painful vision of a past always
full of weakness, even when free from the actual stain of
crime ; and if we knew that each one of our past errors^
ever present before our eyes, would carry with it its punish-
ment, would we not be haunted by fear at every step in
our present life, and would not life be transformed into
an endless torment out of all proportion to the actual sin ?
Talking only of one life, many a criminal would go
forward if only he could forget; but the memory of his
crime is a fetter preventing his recovery and progress ; and
how much happier many of us would be if we could forget
much of the past of this one life. Not until we are strong

